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What are invasive species?

Invasive species are living things that don’t belong in a specific 
habitat. They’re like the bullies that take food and push other 
people around

They can range from the smallest of animals, to the largest of plants. 
They can also range in habitat as well. Let’s look at a few from The 
Great Lakes region.



The zebra mussel

This little creature originally came from Eastern 
Europe and Western Asia. They came to the 
United States by hiding in water tanks that 
were used to stabilize incoming cargo ships. 
They now reside in the Great Lakes and can be 
found in our very own Lake Michigan. Since 
they aren’t from here, they have been hurting 
the fish that are native; by hogging all of the 
algae that fish eat and crowding out their 
relatives, the native mussels.
As you can see, they are called the “zebra 
mussel” for their distinct black striped 
pattern, resembling that of a zebra.



Buckthorn
Like the zebra mussel, buckthorn also comes 
from Europe and Asia, but it came to the 
U.S by a different means. Buckthorn was 
imported as a decorative tree for your home 
or garden. It didn’t catch on until the 1900s 
and has taken over environments, such as 
roadsides, old fields, and woodlands. They 
impact these environments and ecosystems 
by creating shade and chemical compounds 
that prevent native plants, like tree 
seedlings, from growing; slowly killing 
vegetation, little by little.
Here is a tall buckthorn plant found in the 
Greenbelt Forest Preserve. Although they 
look like small trees, they have an orange 
undercoat when you shave off a bit of the 
surface bark from the plant; easy for 
identifying. 



Garlic mustard

Garlic mustard is Native to Europe, it was brought over in the 
1800s to be used as a medicinal herb. Garlic Mustard can be 
found in the U.S. near the edges of woods and shady areas. 
The impact Garlic mustards arrival has had on other plants is 
that they choke them out and rapidly reproduce and take 
resources from the native plants. A few ways to identify a 
matured Garlic Mustard is by their leaves which are round near 
the bottom of the stem and become sharp as you get near the 
yellow or white flowers which have four petals.

Fun Fact!
Garlic mustard is edible and can be incorporated in many ways 
such as in a salad or in sauces.



Japanese Stilt grass
Native to many Asian countries, the 
Japanese Stilt grass can be found in 
the eastern part of the USA. This 
invasive species impacts the 
diversity of the native species and it 
is disastrous because its seed can 
be viable for up to 5 years. This 
disturbs the biodiversity of the 
ecosystem. A distinctive feature of 
this species is its silvery stripe along 
the middle of the pale green leaf.



Bush Honeysuckle

Honeysuckle originated from Japan and 
eastern Asia. This invasive species replaces 
native shrubs and plants by depleting the 
soil moisture. This is done by giving shade 
to other plants that need sunlight. 
Honeysuckle continues to grow as birds 
continue to disperse its seeds. Honeysuckle 
can take upon a variety of colors from May 
to June. It is a magnet to hummingbirds 
and it also has an attractive smell.



Asian Carp
Asian carp were introduced into the Southern 
U.S.A from Asia in the 1960s and 1970s. This 
species has a negative impact on native fish 
populations because it out competes them for 
food and space. It is also said that the Asian 
Carp lowers the water quality by consuming 
algae, which can kill off sensitive organisms 
such as the native mussels. This is the reason 
why they were brought to the U.S, because 
they could control the aquatic vegetation, 
making the water more “clean”. There are four 
species of Asian Carp which include the 
Bighead Carp, Black Carp, Grass Carp, and the 
Silver Carp, all of which can be found in the 
Mississippi River system and are threatening 
to enter the largest freshwater ecosystem: The 
Great Lakes, . Common ways to identify these 
carp is that its eyes are far forward and lower 
on its head.
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What can you do to help?
There are many ways to get involved in volunteering to clean out these invasive species.
1. Spread the Word!
Informing other people about these invasive species is very important, as the more people are aware, more 
support will be gained in cleaning these invasive species out.
2. Participating in Cleanups
To help remove invasive species you can volunteer at many places like forest preserves that might already have 
pre planned work days to clear them out. In addition you can also do monitoring to control the spread and 
report areas where you see an increase in invasive species.
Here are some organizations in Lake County, Illinois:
• Lake County Forest Preserves ( LCFPD ), https://www.lcfpd.org/
• Lake Forest Open Lands ( LFOLA ), https://www.lfola.org/
These organizations help the public understand the importance of conservation and preservation of our local 
environments, by having volunteer cleanup days, fun events, and informative sessions on topics, like invasive 
species.
You can also contact your local park district, land trust, or other conservation organization that you know 
about!. Knowing about these invasive species, and taking action, is what will restore these environments back 
to their original form. Even something as small as telling someone else about this, is a huge impact, and could 
soon bring a forest, and a community, together and back to life.

https://www.lcfpd.org/
https://www.lfola.org/


We would like to say thank you to all the people who have helped us in 
getting this far and excited with the work we have done to help our 
community through the environment:

Chris Vernon - Pedro’s mentor
Krissa Skogen - Yesenia's mentor
Tom Smith - Site steward at Fossland Park
Daniel Estrada - Site steward at Greenbelt



Here are some coloring pages to pass the time and 
to educate yourself on these invasive creatures...



Garlic Mustard



Buckthorn
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