Mellody Farm Nature Preserve

Look for these nature discoveries as you explore the preserve.

Pond Snail

Bullfrog

Bur Oak Tree

Mallard Duck
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Visit Patrick’s Puddle to listen for chorus frogs. This ephemeral wetland holds water for part of
the year and often dries up in the summer. In the spring, it is teeming with life. Follow the trail

around the pond to look for salamanders, red-winged blackbirds and aquatic insects.

Spring has sprung in the savanna. Look for the umbrella-shaped Mayapples emerging through
the understory leaves. Buds and new leaves are visible on the shagbark hickory and bur oak
trees. Woodpeckers and flickers are nesting in tree cavities. Look for them perched along the
branches and trunks of trees, and listen for their drumming as they search for insects under the

tree bark.

Ponds and wetlands are full of new life in the spring. Explore around Jens Jensen pond to find
aquatic snails, crayfish, and water birds. Spot the kingfisher perched in trees near the pond.

Look for turtles basking on logs and bullfrogs hiding in the shallows along the shore.

Explore the river on the western edge of the preserve. Look for wading birds like the Great
Egret and Great Blue Heron. These large birds have long legs and beaks for wading in the water
and catching fish. Look for animal tracks and burrows along the river’s edge. Spot ducks and

geese swimming in the river and nesting on the banks of the river.
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